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26 October 1#64 


PAMISTAM POLITICAL SITUATION 


I* On 24 October, Governor General Ghulam Mohammed and the 

Pakistani ruling clique moved to maintain their position and 


eliminate threat posed by dissident Monies league politicians 
under Bengali leadership. Moves included: 

A. Declaration -state of emergency" throughout Pakistan, under 
which Governor General assumed broad legislative and 


executive posers. 

B. Dissolution by order of Governor General and Prise Minister 
Mohammad All of Const! toon t Assembly, ostensibly because 


i 



fU 

L'J 


constitutional machinory had hrokon down. 

Bismiesel of cabinet by Governor General, she invited 
Mohammad All to form ass cabinet to govern until new 



assemb ly can be elected. 


Important additions to nee cabinet: Defense Minister Ayub 
(former e-in-c of Pakistani Army, who retains that post); 


Interior Minister Mirsa (former governor of last Bengal) ; 
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Commerce Ispahan! (prominent industrialist, foratr 

high commissioner to tflE). 

S. The imposition ©f press censorship and sect ion 144 of the 
criminal code, l.e, banning public meetings fey more than 
five persona and otherwise restricting political activity. 
F. As yet, no indications civil disorder or attempt fey 
dissidents to oppose emergency orders, frees, on 25 
October, generally welcomed Governor General's action as 
having averted serious crisis. 

Present developments concerned principally with three factors; 
A. Controversies raised within the Koslem League la drafting a 
constitution, particularly over merits of orthodox Koslem 
versus secular form of goversmeut » 

S, Distribution of powers between national and provincial 
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C. Provincial rivalries— primarily. Vest Pakistani fear of 
lest Bengal's dominance over country due population 
advantage (42 million Bast Beagalis agAlnst 34 million Vest 
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iiptMltr, a tripping Governor General ef aeet U* essentially 
viceregal pavers, making prime min later and cabinet directly 
responsible te assembly (rather than to Governor General) . 

A. So-called "constitutional comp** spearheaded by largely 
Bengali dissident grasp is assembly. 

S. Grasp had apparently obtained Mohammad All’s support by 
suggesting that "coop” would prevent Governor General free 
firing his enhlaet (ns he had dese with All’s predecessor, 
d issident lender Xhvaja Sanissddia, In April 1993). 

!▼. Governor General, and rsllng grasp, responded to asseshly 
actioa and set stage far present emergency notion by: 

A, Determining that tha Governor General atill had astherity to 
dissolve a e s e mb ly ms ea emergency measure. 

*• ®sder cat ting leaders of the dlseidest group and providing 
alternative leadership by enlisting tha aid of g. 9. 
Aahrswsrdy— leader of opposition Avami League faction of 
baited Frost which swept last Bengal elections is March 
19*4— sad several ont -of -fever Seat Pakistani politicians. 
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C. instituting campaign , is which the above individuals pa r- 

ticipated, condemning dissident coterie sad discrediting 
it is «|W of general public* 

V, Governor General sad Sis ruling elifM nos nppenr is fins 
control of situation, although thoir rule sill ne c es s arily 
be littitoriit. 

I. CUtw has strong support of armed foreos, civil service. 

9* Any novo by dissidents sou 14 nos bu firmly dealt sitk. 

€, for sll persetloal purposes, dominant Moslem League is 
shattered both nationally and previseially. 

1, On 92 Oeidmr, don leu League convention neksdalud for 
91 October nan postponed, ss indioat ion that both 
league factions felt sotkisg could bu achieved under 
present elrcusatssces. 

9. Pslthely that League sill revitalise self is sear future, 
9. despite Governor General *n statements elections to ns s 
assembly to be held soon ae possible, these not imminent. 

1, Baling group probably recognise# inability direct 
elections* course. 
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t . Adoption of ntiosil constitution Mwniriijr till bo 
delayed. 

1« ittn^ttif to iclifTt litwrf stabitity, goTt nwt t fa«w 

each critical problfM act 

A. Shortage traiaai awl capable paramaal far both gafersaaetal 
and private adalaistration. 

8. Abiwaee of responsible political groups which sight develop 
effective party ays teat la sear inters. 

C. Seeaosic la stability, dee: 

1. Coat laved Bleep ia Jet# ead cotton eartste. 

S. Bessltaat shortage foreign exchange essential to 
agrienltnral aad iadse trial dovelopseat . 

8. Appears that goveroseat seat receive sebetaatial foreign 
assistaace, at least for aenrt two years, if Pahistaa to 
nets rs to stabilizod politico-econosic position. 
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